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ES WE CAN . . . deliver AJA 
members highly valued, quality 
judicial education in paradise.  

The annual conference at the Westin 
Resort in Maui, September 7-12, opened 
with a moving traditional Hawaiian OLE 
(Chant) offered by Luana Kavaa, an ad-
ministrator with the Kamahama schools, 
followed by a warm Aloha welcome by 
Chief Justice Ronald Moon of the Supreme 
Court of the State of Hawaii.  The confer-
ence ended with a fantastic luau, where 
Hon. Tam Namoto Schumann of Orange 
County, California, was sworn in as presi-
dent in front a spectacular sunset on the 
run-up year to the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of AJA.

Here are AJA’s officers for 2008-09:
President:  Tam Nomoto Schumann 

 (tnomoto@occourts.org)
President-elect:  James McKay  

(jfm@la4th.org)
Vice President:   Mary Celeste  

(mceleste@ci.denver.co.us)
Secretary:  Kevin S. Burke  

(Kevin.burke@courts.state.mn.us)
Treasurer:  Harold Froehlich  

(Harold.Froehlich@wicourts.gov)
Immediate Past President:  Eileen A. Olds  

(eaolds@courts.state.va.us)
William Gorewich (Ontario), Elizabeth Hines 

 (Michigan), and Elliott Zide (Massachusetts) were elected 
to the AJA Executive Board.

In between, AJA members had the chance to earn 
15.50 hours of highly valued continuing judicial educa-
tion credits.  The conference evaluations offer credible 
evidence that those who attended the 12 education pro-
grams, spread over the first three days of the conference, 
were highly satisfied with their academic experience.  
Satisfaction rates ranged from a low of 3.70 to a high of 
4.63 (out of a perfect score of 5).

Elliott Zide

continued on page two

Kudos to Hon. Greg Mize (Washington, D.C.) for the 
highest ranked program, “Jury Trials—Recurring Opportu-
nities to Building Public Trust in Courts,” and his faculty:  
Judges Michael Town and Shackly Raffetto of Hawaii and 
Alan Slater, the CEO of the Orange County (California) 
Superior Court.  Runners up include AJA members Richard 
B. Kayne (Washington), David S. Gorbaty (Louisiana ), 
and Larry D. Willis, Jr. (Virginia ) for their ethics program 
with a raw score of 4.56 and Kimberly Frankel of Oregon 
for her fast-paced, in-depth coverage of the “Law of 
Search and Seizure” (4.50).  The education committee 
reviewed more than 400 separate comments about the 
29 faculty and 12 courses over the course of the confer-
ence and will carefully consider the participants’ many 
constructive suggestions when planning future education 
programs.

AJA is fortunate to be able to attract knowledgeable 
faculty from within our own membership, along with 
 other well-known and respected experts, who work 
so hard to make conference attendees become more 
 effective judges.  AJA also recognizes the significant 
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contributions to the conference from our partners the 
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, 
the National Center for State Courts, and the American 
Judges Foundation. Their efforts and financial support 
enable the education committee to improve the quality 
and quantity of judicial education opportunities, helping 
AJA speak with a clearer and wiser voice that resonates 
with thousands of judges and the millions they serve 
throughout the length and breadth of Canada and the 
United States. 

Look for the excellent conference materials on 
the AJA Web site (http://aja.ncsc.dni.us/) under 
 “Conferences.”  Conference photos can be found online 
here: http://www.pictology.com/ecom/events/events.
aspx?vendor-account= 1323904082&event-code=aja& 
 event-password=aja

Or follow these instructions:

• Open your Web browser, and go to  
http://www.pictology.com/

• Enter the photographer's account  
number 1323904082, click on the  
“go” link

• Enter the event code aja
• Enter the event password aja and click 

“go”  

Conference in Paradise, continue

B. J. Shorak, AJF President
JF’s two fund-raising events at the 
 annual conference in Maui raised almost 
$10,000—the most successful events ever!  

The Silent Auction was our largest, raising about 
$3,000 from 48 items, including jewelry, clothing, 
artwork, and for the first time ever, a week at a 
beautiful vacation home (thanks to Judge and Mrs. 
Elliott Zide of Massachusetts).  And the 65 people 
who attended our special reception at a stunning 

home with 180-degree views of the Maui waters 
shared memories of the day while basking in a 
 glorious Maui sunset.  This event raised $6,500 for 
AJF.  On behalf of the AJF Board of Trustees, many 
thanks to everyone who helped to make this year’s 
fund raisers so successful!  We always say, “We can’t 
do it without you!”  

See you in Sanibel!  

Judge Kimberly C. Frankel (pictured here with Judge Richard 
Kayne) received the 2008 Judge Bob Jones Memorial Award for 
her contributions to judicial education.

Mark your calendars for  
AJA’s 2009 Midyear Meeting,  

May 14-16  
at the Sundial Beach Resort,  

Sanibel Island, Florida!
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enchmark recently caught up with incoming 
president Tam Schumann and had the chance 
to get her perspective on the year ahead.  Here 

are some of her comments:
Benchmark:  Congratulations on the success of the 

Hawaii conference and your appointment to president of 
the AJA.  What do you see as the greatest challenges to 
the AJA in the coming year?

Tam Schumann:  Thank you.  I think our biggest 
challenge continues to be increasing our membership 
base through new membership and spreading the word as 
to what the AJA can offer.   Our organization is unique 
in its ability to provide not only broad education to the 
judiciary but in fostering the exchange of communication 
between judges of various states and provinces.  This al-
lows for a dialogue for discussing problems and solutions 
to issues faced across North America.  The networking 
element alone is a distinctive characteristic of the AJA.  
We have also established a new Legislation Committee, 
which is charged with keeping members apprised of 
 national and local legislation affecting the judiciary.

BM:  There is a strong Canadian presence in the AJA.  
How do you see their role in the AJA?

TS:  The issues faced by the Canadian judiciary are 
not so different from those in the U.S.  Still, they offer 
their own perspective on those issues and bring to the 
table problems and concerns which may benefit from the 
experiences of their southern neighbors.  

BM:  Speaking of southern neighbors, would you like 
to see more participation from Mexico?

TS:  Of course.  In the past we have had Mexican 
members and we should foster more involvement.   
 Perhaps members of the border states can take a role in 
that invitation.  For example, I believe Texas judges have 
some communications with Mexico and hopefully we can 
explore those contacts.

BM:  What is the legacy you 
hope to leave from your tenure 
as president?

TS:  I’m very excited about 
the white paper.  The focus 
of the paper is on identifying 
stressors and, most importantly, 
suggesting means for reducing 
stress and increasing psycho-
logical wellness in the judiciary.  On a pragmatic level, 
I’m hopeful that our judges can take the results to their 
courts’ governing bodies who will implement some of 
the suggestions, such as the concept of sabbaticals for 
tenured judges.  I also hope to energize the AJA, keep-
ing us on the cutting edge of court technology, such as 
the move toward going paperless and efforts to make 
our courts more “green.”  I want to work toward improv-
ing means of communication between our members.  As 
I mentioned, one strength of the AJA is our judicial 
network; I hope we can find new ways to exploit that 
strength through innovative means of communication.  

BM:  What do you see as the impediment to fulfilling 
your goals?

TS:  With the current state of the economy, courts 
are more reluctant to support judicial education out of 
state.  We see less and less reimbursement for travel 
expenses and even for registration fees for our confer-
ences.  This has a huge negative impact on membership 
and active participation.  I’m optimistic that AJA will 
continue as a dynamic, interesting, and valuable resource 
such that judges will make membership a priority. 

BM:  One last question.  On a personal level, what 
does this presidency mean to you?

TS:  I’m extremely honored that I was elected to lead 
this wonderful organization.  I volunteered to be a board 

New AJA president Tam 
Nomoto Schumann.

JA president Tam Schumann has formed a 
new committee, the Legislation and Elec-
tions Committee.  The purpose of this 

committee will be to collect information and serve 
as a resource regarding information on legislation or 
elections that might be of interest to AJA members.  
The Chair will be Marlene L. Allen-Hammarlund, senior 
counsel at Gresham Savage Nolan & Tilden, and former 
Judge Pro Tem in Riverside County, California.  Since 

this is a new committee, the chair remains open to 
suggestions about how it can be used to best assist 
AJA members.  Articles will be presented in Bench-
mark periodically containing information of interest. 
Marlene would appreciate receiving information from 
members regarding legislation or elections that impact 
the judiciary.  She can be contacted at Marlene.Allen@
GreshamSavage.com, or (951) 823-8305.  

continued on page five
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AWARDS
Denise Lightford, Chair (2006)
S. J. Elden
Toni Higginbotham
Richard Kayne

BUDGET
Gerald Elliott, Chair (2006)
Harold Froehlich
Steve Leben
James McKay
Leon Ruben

BYLAWS
Richard Kayne, Chair (2008)
Kimberly Frankel
Sheila Woods-Skipper

CONFERENCE SITE
Michael Cicconetti, Cochair 

(2006)
Gayle Nachtigal, Cochair (2008)
Daniel Cahill
Bruce Campbell
Richard Kayne
Steve Leben
Joe Perez

2008-2009 Committees
Peter Sferrazza
Sandra Thompson
James Van Winkle
John Williams

COURT SECURITY
Vincent Lilley, Chair (2006)
Peter Sferzza

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
John Conery, Cochair (2006)
Sandra Thompson, Cochair 

(2008)
Martha Ashburn
Renee Wilson

EDUCATION
  Steering Committee
  Elliott Zide, Chair (2007)
  Susan Burke
  John Conery
  Elizabeth Hines
  Jerrauld Jones
  Sandra Thompson

  Task Force
  Gerard Alonge

  Daniel Cahill
  Richard Kayne
  Anita Laster Mays
  James McKay

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Tam Schumann, Chair
Kevin Burke
Mary Celeste
Harold Froehlich
William Gorewich
Elizabeth Hines
James McKay
Eileen Olds
Elliott Zide

JUVENILE JUSTICE
Jerrauld Jones, Chair (2006)
Gerard Alonge

LAW STUDENT ESSAY 
COMPETITION
John Rosson, Chair (1999)
Bruce Campbell
Linda Marks
James Van Winkle

MEMBERSHIP
Michael McAdam, Cochair (2006)
Gayle Nachtigal, Cochair (2006)
Beverly Hayes-Sipes
Richard Kayne

NOMINATIONS
Eileen Olds, Chair
Michael Cicconetti
Beverly Hayes-Sipes
Steve Leben
Leon Ruben

PUBLIC INFORMATION/
RELATIONS
Brian MacKenzie, Cochair (2008)
Mike High, Cochair (2008)

PUBLICATIONS
Steve Leben, Chair and Editor, 

Court Review
Ed Schumann, Editor, Benchmark
Alan Tomkins, Editor, Court Review

RESOLUTIONS
Richard Kayne, Chair (2003)

AJA INVESTMENTS
Harold Froehlich, Chair
Steve Leben
James McKay

PAST PRESIDENT’S 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Gerald T. Elliott, Cochair (2002)
Michael McAdam, Cochair (2008)
Paul Beighle
Michael Cicconetti
Thomas A. Clark
George G. Crawford
Oliver S. Delery
Jerome A. Gertner
Francis X. Halligan, Jr.
Charles V. Johnson
Leslie G. Johnson
Martin E. Kravarik

Steve Leben
Patrick H. McCauley
John A. Mutter
Gayle A. Nachtigal
Thomas Nurre
Richard Lee Price
Jeffrey Rosinek
Bonnie Sudderth
Chris Williams
Joseph A. Zingales

PRESIDENT’S COM-
MITTEE ON JUDICIAL 
INDEPENDENCE AND 
 ACCOUNTABILITY
Michael McAdam, Chair (2005)

ACCESS TO JUSTICE
Elizabeth Hines, Chair (2006)
Kevin Burke

Eileen Olds
Michael McAdam
Sheila Woods-Skipper

ARBITRATION AND 
 MEDIATION
Sheila Fell, Chair (2008)
Stephen Cooper

JUDICIAL ETHICS
Susan Burke, Chair (2008)
Kevin Kane
Anita Laster Mays

JUDICIAL ELECTIONS/
LEGISLATION
Marlene Allen-Hammarlund, 

Chair (2008)
Michael Morgan
Heather Morse

CANADIAN JUDGES
William Gorewich, Advisor 

(2008)

AJA WHITE PAPER
Edward Schumann, Chair (2008)
Kevin Burke

PROBATE AND ELDERS
Thomas Swift, Chair (2008)
William Dues
Charles Hague
Phillip Mayer
Steve Michael
Jack Puffenberger

2008-2009 Ad Hoc Committees

The Voice of the Judiciary®
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As caseloads increase, the 
number of documents passing 
through the court system grows 
exponentially—leading to 
increased costs, lost files, and, 
worst of all, postponed hearings. 
Digital document management 
from Laserfiche® clears these 
paperwork backlogs by digitizing 
and storing paper documents in a 
secure, centralized repository. The 
result? Authorized personnel have 
instant access to case information,
leading to faster clearance rates— 
without consuming additional 
staff resources.

Need to see more evidence? Visit 
laserfiche.com/courts to read our 
latest case study on streamlining 
case management and increasing 
efficiency with Laserfiche.

DAWN
 CRE

EK

Charles H. Whitebread, 19��-�008

member after my first conference where I was impressed 
mainly with the members but also with what the AJA has 
to offer.  It’s been something of a dream since then—
 being appointed to the executive committee and then 
elected into the officer ranks.  Hopefully, new members 
will see this as encouraging their own participation and 
recognize that this is not an old boys’ club but a vibrant 

and exciting organization forging ahead.  I want to wel-
come those new members especially to become involved 
with our various committees and to take an active role 
in guiding the AJA. I also want to recognize the past 
leaders of the AJA who have provided me with both role 
models and valuable mentors.    

Interview with AJA President Tam Schumann, continue

he American Judges Association expresses condolences to the family 
of Charles H. Whitebread, who was the George T. and Harriet E. Pfleger 
Chair in Law of the University of Southern California School of Law.  Prof. 

 Whitebread succumbed to lung cancer on September 16, 2008 at the age of 65.
His annual updates on “Recent Decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court” has 

long been a highlight of AJA’s annual conferences.  He was highly regarded for 
his “larger-than-life” personality and was recognized for his excellence in the 
classroom with the William A. Rutter Distinguished Teacher award last spring.  He 
has twice been honored as USC’s Outstanding Faculty Member of the Year by the 
Student Bar Association.

Prof. Whitebread taught at the University of Virginia School of Law for 13 
years before joining the faculty at USC.  
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he National Center for State Courts has 
 developed a new Web site, educational program, 
and publications on court budgets, election 

laws, drug-court performance measurement, trends in 
state courts, and capital punishment.

The new Budget Resource Center provides access 
to all the pertinent information NCSC has on court 
 budgets—what courts need to weather current and future 
budget crises—in one central location.  Items include 
Court Executive Development Program papers, Future 
Trends articles, and links to court-budget Web sites.  The 
Budget Resource Center is a project of NCSC’s Knowledge 
and Information Services Office and can be found online 
at http://www.ncsconline.org/wc/budget/home.asp.

NCSC and the College of William & Mary Law School 
have developed an educational program to help improve 
judges’ understanding of election-law cases—Election 
Controversies:  The Basics of Election-Related Litiga-
tion.  This program, which is available free of charge on 
DVD, includes lectures, an election-law manual, articles, 
and a glossary of terms.  You can review all the materi-
als at www.electionlawissues.org.  To order a free copy 
of the DVD, go to http://www.ncsconline.org/D_ICM/
freeresources/index.asp#dvd.

Measuring the performance of drug courts, and help-
ing drug courts compete with the existing priorities of 
the judicial system for limited resources, is the topic 
of NCSC’s newest Statewide Technical Assistance Bulletin 
(vol. 6, July 2008).  Performance Measurement of Drug 
Courts:  The State of the Art, which was funded by the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, brings courts up-to-date on 
NCSC’s development of statewide performance measure-

ment systems for the drug courts of several states.  The 
bulletin is available online at www.ncsconline.org.

Future Trends in State Courts 2008 marks the 20th 
anniversary of NCSC’s “Report on Trends in State Courts” 
series with a special perspective on six important facets 
of court operations:  Jury Systems, Caseflow Manage-
ment, Judicial Selection, Judicial Compensation, State 
Budgets, and Technology.  Trends articles take “A Closer 
Look” at five important, court-related topics:  Technol-
ogy, Access to Justice, Financial Issues, Problem-Solving 
Issues, and Judicial Administration.  Articles were con-
tributed not only by NCSC staff, but also by consultants 
and state court officials at all levels.  Call NCSC’s Knowl-
edge and Information Services at (800) 616-6164 to 
obtain copies of Future Trends in State Courts 2008.  The 
new Future Trends, as well as past entries in the series, 
can be viewed online at www.ncsconline.org.

The current issue of NCSC’s Justice System Journal 
(vol. 29, no. 3) examines “Court-Related Aspects of 
 Capital Punishment.”  Articles are grouped into four 
sections:  The Law and Courts, Lawyers, Jurors, and Ef-
forts at System Reform.  Topics include the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s death penalty jurisprudence, the private bar’s 
efforts to secure representation for those facing execu-
tion, stress and capital jurors, and capital-punishment 
reform in New Jersey and Illinois.  JSJ is published three 
times per year; rates are $40/1 year, $70/two years 
(international subscribers, except Canada, should add $30 
for delivery via air mail PMT).  For more information and 
to subscribe, go online to www.ncsconline.org/D_Comm/
Services/Submissions/JSJ1.htm.  

JA Board member Judge John E. Conery 
was elected president of the Louisiana 
District Judges Association at the organi-

zation’s annual conference on October 6, 2008.  The 
president is elected for a one-year term beginning 
October 1, 2008.

Judge Conery serves the 16th Judicial District, 
Parishes of St. Mary, Iberia, and St. Martin, and 
was also elected chief judge of the judicial district 
court.  Before his election to the bench in 1995, he 
practiced law for 25 years.  Judge Conery graduated 
cum laude from Loyola Law School in 1970, where 
he served on the law review and as president of the 
student bar association.

AJA honored Judge Conery with the Judge Bob 
Jones Memorial Award for excellence in judicial 
 education in 2006.  

Former AJA president (1996-97) Circuit Judge 
Jeffrey Rosinek retired from the bench of the 
 Miami-Dade Drug Court, the nation’s first such court, 
in August 2008.  Judge Rosinek served there for 10 
of his 22 years on the bench.

Thousands of defendants have graduated from 
the Miami-Dade Drug Court and become productive 
members of society.  On the day of Judge Rosniek’s 
retirement, he graduated 93 drug-court defendants, 
and County Mayor Carlos Alvarez presented him with 
a plaque with proclaiming that it was “Jeff Rosinek 
Day.”  
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Embroidered Patches:   $3.00 each

Membership Certificate Plaques:   $15.00 each
With clear acrylic cover

Canvas Briefcases:   $25.00 each

Sweatshirts:   $25.00 each
Navy or royal with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

T-shirts:   $20.00 each
Navy with white or white with navy AJA logo 
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

Windbreakers:   $40.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

Polo Shirts:   $25.00 each
Navy or royal with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large

Fleece Jackets: $40.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

AJA Sport/Duffle Bags:   $25.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo

Juror Certificates:  Box of 100  $25.00 each

(preprinted certificates of appreciation for presenta-
tion to citizens serving as jurors in your court—not 
suitable for running through a laser printer)

Please send me

 x   = $ 
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x = $
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x   = $
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x  = $ 
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

    $   
     TOTAL

Name

Address
 Use Street Address

Phone   E-mail

Payment Method

 Enclosed is a check for $            payable to AJA (Federal Tax ID #84-0505908)

 Charge $  to:   MasterCard  Visa   Discover

Card #   Exp. Date:  Mo.  Yr.

Signature

Send order form with check or money order to the American Judges Association, 300 Newport Avenue, 
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147 or fax to (757) 259-1520.



300 Newport Ave.
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147

(757) 259-1841

Judge Tam Nomoto Schumann
Orange County Superior Court
North Justice Center
P.O. Box 5000
Fullerton, CA 92838

Hon. James McKay
4th Circuit Court of Appeal
410 Royal Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

Edward L. Schumann
1801 Orange Tree Lane,  

Suite 240
Redlands, CA 92374

Chuck Campbell
National Center for State Courts

Postmaster:  Please expedite
Dated material


