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schedule oF events

registrAtion
The conference registration fee is $450. Register and pay by 
July 1, 2013 and pay only $400. The fee for spouses and guests 
is $200 but again, register and pay by July 1 and pay only $175. 
The judge registration fee includes the Welcome Reception, 
Tuesday lunch, coffee breaks, the President’s Reception and 
Banquet, and all conference materials. The spouse registration 
fee includes the Welcome Reception, Tuesday lunch, and the 
President’s Reception and Banquet. Cancellations must be sub-
mitted in writing; all cancellations will incur a $50 processing  
fee ($25 for guest/spouse fees). Children may attend by paying for 
the individual functions in which they participate — a breakdown  
of costs will be available later. Online registration is available on 
the AJA website: www.americanjudgesassociation.net.

vendors
A variety of companies will be invited to display their products  
and services in a general vendor area that will be open during the 
major days of the conference. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
see the latest technology and ideas available to assist judges and 
their courts.

hotel AccommodAtions
The Fairmont Orchid is located on the spectacular Kohala 
Coast on the sunny west side of the island. Complete informa-
tion is available at www.fairmont.com/orchid or by calling  
(808) 885-2000. The resort features beautiful swimming pools, 
a 36-hole golf course, the “Spa Without Walls,” and numerous 
shopping and dining options.

A special rate of $219 single or double plus taxes has been arranged 
for AJA. Reservations must be received by August 30, 2013. 
Please contact the hotel at (866) 540-4474 to make reservations. 
You must request the group rate and identify that you are with 
AJA. You also may make reservations online by going to https://re-
sweb.passkey.com/go/aja2013. Please be sure to make your res-
ervations as soon as possible — it is easier to cancel a reservation 
than it is to get a room when nothing is available. The AJA rate 
will apply from September 16 through and including October 2, 
with rooms outside the AJA room block (September 22–27) subject  
to availability.

SundAy, SEPtEmbEr 22
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

mondAy, SEPtEmbEr 23
7:30 A.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 A.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration
8:00 – 8:30 A.m. Welcome/Opening Ceremonies
Hon. Toni Manning Higginbotham, President,  
American Judges Association 
Local Dignitary (TBD)
8:35 – 9:55 A.m. Plenary Session
topic: evidence-Based sentencing 
speAkers: Dr. Douglas Marlowe, Chief of Science, 
Law, and Policy, National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals
West Huddleston, Executive Director, National 
Association of Drug Court Professionals
10:20 – 11:55 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: ethics and professionalism 
speAkers: Hon. Fredericka Wicker, Louisiana Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeal
Hon. Madeleine Landrieu, Louisiana Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeal
session #2
topic: how to Be a happy civil Judge: Advanced 
strategies for recurring issues in civil cases
speAker: Hon. Susan Burke, Hennepin County 
District Court, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Learn to resolve discovery disputes, to avoid coming in on 
Saturday morning to write a sanctions order, to try a pro 
se jury trial in three days instead of a week, to try a pro se 
trial in hours instead of days, or to get a call today that 
the three-week medical-malpractice case that you were 
going to try this summer settled.
noon – 1:15 p.m. AJA Awards/AJF Luncheon
1:30 – 2:55 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: drugged driving
speAker: Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora, California 
Superior Court (ret.)
The session will assist trial judges in dealing with unique 
legal issues in these cases, including expert qualifications, 
jury voir dire, and appropriate evidence rulings. 
session #2
topic: A Judge’s survival guide to  
domestic violence
speAkers: Hon. Elizabeth Hines, 15th District Court, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Hon. Catherine Shaffer, King County Superior Court, 
Seattle, Washington
Hon. Elizabeth Berns, King County Superior Court,  
Seattle, Washington
Learn how to manage the DV defendant in and out of 
the courtroom, best practices with substance abuse and 
mental-health issues, and DV in LGBTQ relationships. 
This is not “DV 101”; judges attending this session should 
have at least a basic knowledge of the unique dynamics of 
domestic violence.
3:20 – 4:30 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: sobriety courts 
speAker: Hon. Susan Jonas, 58th District Court,  
Holland, Michigan
DWI Courts were created to hold hardcore offenders 
accountable and reduce recidivism by attacking the cause 
of impaired driving — alcohol and substance abuse. 
Strategies for creating, operating, and evaluating a 
successful DWI Court will be presented by a judge who runs 
one of the four nationally recognized DWI  
Academy Courts.
session #2
topic: elder law
speAker: Hon. John Conery, Louisiana Third Circuit 
Court of Appeal
A synopsis of the NCSC curriculum for judges to 
appropriately respond to elder abuse and suggested 
innovative solutions to the myriad problems senior victims 
encounter in the courts will be presented. A video by the 
Office for Victims of Crime will illustrate the many unique 

The beautiful island of Hawaii welcomes the American Judges Association.
You will have the opportunity to meet colleagues from across the United States and Canada, share ideas with 
them, and attend interesting, informative, and valuable educational sessions. The Education Committee has 
planned a fantastic program, including sessions on evidence-based sentencing, technology for judges, high-
profile cases and the media, the impact of social media on juries, and programs designed specifically to make 
you a better judge. Attendees also will have the opportunity to enjoy the ever-popular review of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 2011–2012 term by Professor Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this brochure 
provides more details on the education program. You’ll notice that on Tuesday and Wednesday we have 
adjusted the schedule a bit to begin education sessions early and end them a bit early so that you will  
have more time to enjoy Hawaii, while still offering a full 16.0 hours of continuing education credit.

There will also be outstanding social events, including a welcome reception on Sunday evening and concluding 
with a fabulous President’s Reception and Banquet on Thursday. So, bring your family, and experience  
an island paradise, as well as the education and collegiality of an AJA conference.

trAnsportAtion
Hawaii is easily accessible from most major North American cit-
ies by most airlines. Kona Airport (KOA) is about 45 minutes 
from the Fairmont and is serviced by most major airlines. The  
Fairmont can assist with transportation — call the concierge at  
(808) 887-7320. You may wish to rent a car, and numerous companies 
have offices at the airport. The Fairmont’s current parking fees are  
$17/night for self-parking and $22/night for valet parking.

Attire
Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs. The wel-
come reception, president’s reception, and banquet are a little 
more formal, with dressier resort wear appropriate.

WeAther
AJA will be on Hawaii during a great time of year. The weather 
will be warm, with temperatures in the mid-to-upper 80s during 
the day, and the 70s at night.

Activities/AttrActions
The resort is located within the Mauna Lani Resort area and pro-
vides complimentary shuttle service throughout the resort.  The 
Shops at Mauna Lani feature unique shopping and dining options. 
The Fairmont offers numerous water sports, a beautiful white-
sand lagoon, and many places to just relax and enjoy the beauty of 
the island. The hotel currently offers a “Fun & Sun Activity Pass” 
to guests at $75 for adults and $65 for children 5-12. A one-time 
purchase is good every day of your stay, and includes all beach 
rental equipment, including mask, snorkel, fins, boogie boards, 
soft-top surfboards, stand-up paddle boards, personal floats, one- 
and two-person kayaks, and noodles.

The Fairmont Orchid also boasts a beautiful and challenging 
world-class golf course. Current greens fees (including golf carts) 
range from $125 to $165 depending on tee times. Contact the 
concierge at (808) 887-7320 for assistance and more information.

If you want to explore the Big Island don’t miss fabulous Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park with its still-active Kilauea Volcano (you 
can even arrange a helicopter tour over the volcano through sever-
al local companies). The town of Kona is about 30 minutes south 
of the Fairmont and is fun to explore.  The island also features sev-
eral historic sites, including Kealakekua Bay, where captain James 
Cook first set foot on the island in 1778, and Puuhonua o Honau-
nau National Historic park — the “Place of Refuge” for ancient 
Hawaiian law breakers. The website http://www.gohawaii.com/
big-island is a wonderful source of information on things to see 
and do on the island.

As you can see there will be a lot to do in Hawaii, in addition 
to a fantastic education program, when you come to  
AJA’s 53rd Annual Conference. sign up todAy!

problems judges may face with elder citizens and highlight 
examples of successful court-based elder abuse initiatives.

tuESdAy, SEPtEmbEr 24
7:30 A.m. – 1:15 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 – 8:45 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: the impact of technology on criminal  
Justice performance 
speAker: James M. Byrne, Professor, School  
of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University  
of Massachusetts
session #2
topic: What’s new in pharmacology 
speAkers: Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora, California 
Superior Court (ret.)
Angela G. Barthwell, Past President, American Society  
of Addiction Medicine
This session will help judges understand how drug- or 
alcohol-dependent people behave and can be helped by 
medically assisted treatment and will educate judges to  
craft effective decisions for these litigants.
8:50 – 10:15 A.m. Plenary Session
topic: u.s. supreme court review
speAker: Prof. Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding Dean, 
University of California-Irvine School of Law
Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin Chemerinsky 
returns for his insightful review of the previous term’s work 
and its impact on state court judicial practice.
10:35 – 11:50 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: high-profile cases and the media 
speAkers: Hon. Brian MacKenzie, 52/1st District 
Court, Novi, Michigan
Hon. Stephen Taylor, Justice, Oklahoma Supreme Court
Justice Taylor, who presided at the Oklahoma City bombing 
trial, and Vice President MacKenzie discuss best practices  
to manage cases under the glare of the spotlight.
session #2
topic: open courts: canadian and u.s. practice
speAkers: Hon. David Stone, Ontario Court of Justice
Hon. William Downing, King County Superior  
Court, Seattle
Hon. Patrick Kennedy, Provincial Court of Newfoundland 
and Labrador
How open are our courts? Is it permissible to examine 
potential jurors about their own personal experiences with 
sexual or physical abuse? Are sidebars and chambers 
conferences appropriate? Should judges readily seal 
documents and files when parties submit agreed orders? 
These are increasingly contentious questions in U.S. courts. 
Canada has a long history of open proceedings. A panel of 
distinguished judicial experts will discuss these and other 
issues for judges working to maintain truly open courts. 
noon – 1:15 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: court Funding: understanding Attitudes  
toward courts
speAker: Jesse Rutledge, Vice President, External 
Relations, National Center for State Courts
In this session, attendees will get detailed information 
directly from the extensive public-opinion research 
conducted on behalf of the National Center for State 
Courts and Justice at Stake to help “frame the message” for 
the court-funding debate. One of the largest public-polling 
projects ever undertaken in the court community, the results 
are sobering, but illuminate a clear path to persuasively 
arguing for greater court funding.  
session #2
topic: legalization of marijuana and its impact on  
the law
speAker: Hon. Mary Celeste, Denver County Court
This presentation will review all of the existing medical-
marijuana and legal-marijuana laws and present cases  
from around the country where marijuana plays a role. 
These cases will address marijuana in the workplace, 
drugged driving, bankruptcy actions, domestic relations, 
probation revocations, etc. It will also address studies 
regarding marijuana.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
AJF Fund-Raiser Reception (tentative)

WEdnESdAy, SEPtEmbEr 25
7:00 – 7:55 A.m. Committee Meetings
Refer to committee meeting schedule for locations
7:55 – 9:10 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: the impact of social media on Juries
speAkers: Dr. David Rottman, National Center  
for State Courts
Dr. Paula Hannaford-Agor, National Center for  
State Courts
The communications revolution and increasing use of  
social media seem to pose threats to the adversarial 
process by weakening the ability of judges and lawyers  
to limit the flow of information to the jury. How will jurors 
now go about the process of deciding what is true? This 
session combines available insights about some of these 
issues with the practical experiences of trial judges to 
prompt a facilitated discussion of how courts should 
respond to these challenges.
session #2
topic: Juvenile courts: ethics for the Juvenile 
court Judge, engaging Fathers and relatives in the 
child Welfare system, Wrap-around issues 
speAker: Hon. Leonard Edwards, Center for Families 
and the Courts, Judicial Council of California 
Using video clips and group discussion, this workshop  
will address a number of the unique situations where  
judges encounter and attempt to determine how they  
can complete their work ethically.
9:30 – 10:45 p.m. Plenary Session
topic: the role of emotion on Judicial  
decision making
speAker: Terry A. Maroney, Professor, Vanderbilt  
Law School
This session will contrast the ideal of “dispassion” with 
the reality of judicial emotion. Judges are human, and will 
experience a range of emotions in their work. Psychology 
can help judges learn to use those emotions when they are 
helpful, and to minimize or cope with them when they are 
not. Particular focus will be given to anger.
11:00 A.m. – 12:15 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: canadian First nations, native American 
indian tribes, and native hawaiians: sovereignty 
and Full Faith and credit  
speAkers: Tom Tremaine, Presiding Judge, Kalispel  
Tribal Court
Hon. Ken Champagne, Chief Judge, Manitoba  
Provincial Court
Hawaiian Judge (TBD) 
There are 566 federally recognized Indian Tribes in the 
United States. There are more than 600 “First Nation” 
Inuit and Metis communities in Canada. Where do these 
political entities fit within federal, state, and provincial 
justice systems, and what right of respect, comity, or full 
faith and credit is owed by federal, state, and provincial 
courts to the acts and decisions of “tribal courts”?
session #2
topic: Adolescent Brain development
speAker: Terry A. Maroney, Professor, Vanderbilt  
Law School
This workshop will explain the fundamentals of 
contemporary neuroscientific research on the structure and 
function of the developing brain; explore how that research 
has been incorporated into legal arguments and rulings, 
forming part of significant recent changes in the law’s 
treatment of adolescents; and propose how judges  
ought to evaluate such research.
12:20 – 1:30 p.m. Plenary Session
topic: making Better Judges: improving decision 
making and procedural Fairness
speAkers: Hon. Kevin Burke, Hennepin County 
District Court, Minneapolis
Hon. Steve Leben, Kansas Court of Appeals
Practical skills building for monitoring things that impact 
information processing, making better decisions, and 
making sure those who come to court feel they were  
treated fairly by judges seeking justice.

tHurSdAy, SEPtEmbEr 26
8:00 – 10:00 A.m. General Assembly Meeting
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. President’s Reception
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Installation Banquet
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registrAtion
The conference registration fee is $450. Register and pay by 
July 1, 2013 and pay only $400. The fee for spouses and guests 
is $200 but again, register and pay by July 1 and pay only $175. 
The judge registration fee includes the Welcome Reception, 
Tuesday lunch, coffee breaks, the President’s Reception and 
Banquet, and all conference materials. The spouse registration 
fee includes the Welcome Reception, Tuesday lunch, and the 
President’s Reception and Banquet. Cancellations must be sub-
mitted in writing; all cancellations will incur a $50 processing  
fee ($25 for guest/spouse fees). Children may attend by paying for 
the individual functions in which they participate — a breakdown  
of costs will be available later. Online registration is available on 
the AJA website: www.americanjudgesassociation.net.

vendors
A variety of companies will be invited to display their products  
and services in a general vendor area that will be open during the 
major days of the conference. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
see the latest technology and ideas available to assist judges and 
their courts.

hotel AccommodAtions
The Fairmont Orchid is located on the spectacular Kohala 
Coast on the sunny west side of the island. Complete informa-
tion is available at www.fairmont.com/orchid or by calling  
(808) 885-2000. The resort features beautiful swimming pools, 
a 36-hole golf course, the “Spa Without Walls,” and numerous 
shopping and dining options.

A special rate of $219 single or double plus taxes has been arranged 
for AJA. Reservations must be received by August 30, 2013. 
Please contact the hotel at (866) 540-4474 to make reservations. 
You must request the group rate and identify that you are with 
AJA. You also may make reservations online by going to https://re-
sweb.passkey.com/go/aja2013. Please be sure to make your res-
ervations as soon as possible — it is easier to cancel a reservation 
than it is to get a room when nothing is available. The AJA rate 
will apply from September 16 through and including October 2, 
with rooms outside the AJA room block (September 22–27) subject  
to availability.

SundAy, SEPtEmbEr 22
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

mondAy, SEPtEmbEr 23
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speAkers: Dr. Douglas Marlowe, Chief of Science, 
Law, and Policy, National Association of Drug Court 
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West Huddleston, Executive Director, National 
Association of Drug Court Professionals
10:20 – 11:55 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
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speAkers: Hon. Fredericka Wicker, Louisiana Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeal
Hon. Madeleine Landrieu, Louisiana Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeal
session #2
topic: how to Be a happy civil Judge: Advanced 
strategies for recurring issues in civil cases
speAker: Hon. Susan Burke, Hennepin County 
District Court, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Learn to resolve discovery disputes, to avoid coming in on 
Saturday morning to write a sanctions order, to try a pro 
se jury trial in three days instead of a week, to try a pro se 
trial in hours instead of days, or to get a call today that 
the three-week medical-malpractice case that you were 
going to try this summer settled.
noon – 1:15 p.m. AJA Awards/AJF Luncheon
1:30 – 2:55 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: drugged driving
speAker: Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora, California 
Superior Court (ret.)
The session will assist trial judges in dealing with unique 
legal issues in these cases, including expert qualifications, 
jury voir dire, and appropriate evidence rulings. 
session #2
topic: A Judge’s survival guide to  
domestic violence
speAkers: Hon. Elizabeth Hines, 15th District Court, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Hon. Catherine Shaffer, King County Superior Court, 
Seattle, Washington
Hon. Elizabeth Berns, King County Superior Court,  
Seattle, Washington
Learn how to manage the DV defendant in and out of 
the courtroom, best practices with substance abuse and 
mental-health issues, and DV in LGBTQ relationships. 
This is not “DV 101”; judges attending this session should 
have at least a basic knowledge of the unique dynamics of 
domestic violence.
3:20 – 4:30 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: sobriety courts 
speAker: Hon. Susan Jonas, 58th District Court,  
Holland, Michigan
DWI Courts were created to hold hardcore offenders 
accountable and reduce recidivism by attacking the cause 
of impaired driving — alcohol and substance abuse. 
Strategies for creating, operating, and evaluating a 
successful DWI Court will be presented by a judge who runs 
one of the four nationally recognized DWI  
Academy Courts.
session #2
topic: elder law
speAker: Hon. John Conery, Louisiana Third Circuit 
Court of Appeal
A synopsis of the NCSC curriculum for judges to 
appropriately respond to elder abuse and suggested 
innovative solutions to the myriad problems senior victims 
encounter in the courts will be presented. A video by the 
Office for Victims of Crime will illustrate the many unique 

The beautiful island of Hawaii welcomes the American Judges Association.
You will have the opportunity to meet colleagues from across the United States and Canada, share ideas with 
them, and attend interesting, informative, and valuable educational sessions. The Education Committee has 
planned a fantastic program, including sessions on evidence-based sentencing, technology for judges, high-
profile cases and the media, the impact of social media on juries, and programs designed specifically to make 
you a better judge. Attendees also will have the opportunity to enjoy the ever-popular review of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 2011–2012 term by Professor Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this brochure 
provides more details on the education program. You’ll notice that on Tuesday and Wednesday we have 
adjusted the schedule a bit to begin education sessions early and end them a bit early so that you will  
have more time to enjoy Hawaii, while still offering a full 16.0 hours of continuing education credit.

There will also be outstanding social events, including a welcome reception on Sunday evening and concluding 
with a fabulous President’s Reception and Banquet on Thursday. So, bring your family, and experience  
an island paradise, as well as the education and collegiality of an AJA conference.

trAnsportAtion
Hawaii is easily accessible from most major North American cit-
ies by most airlines. Kona Airport (KOA) is about 45 minutes 
from the Fairmont and is serviced by most major airlines. The  
Fairmont can assist with transportation — call the concierge at  
(808) 887-7320. You may wish to rent a car, and numerous companies 
have offices at the airport. The Fairmont’s current parking fees are  
$17/night for self-parking and $22/night for valet parking.

Attire
Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs. The wel-
come reception, president’s reception, and banquet are a little 
more formal, with dressier resort wear appropriate.

WeAther
AJA will be on Hawaii during a great time of year. The weather 
will be warm, with temperatures in the mid-to-upper 80s during 
the day, and the 70s at night.

Activities/AttrActions
The resort is located within the Mauna Lani Resort area and pro-
vides complimentary shuttle service throughout the resort.  The 
Shops at Mauna Lani feature unique shopping and dining options. 
The Fairmont offers numerous water sports, a beautiful white-
sand lagoon, and many places to just relax and enjoy the beauty of 
the island. The hotel currently offers a “Fun & Sun Activity Pass” 
to guests at $75 for adults and $65 for children 5-12. A one-time 
purchase is good every day of your stay, and includes all beach 
rental equipment, including mask, snorkel, fins, boogie boards, 
soft-top surfboards, stand-up paddle boards, personal floats, one- 
and two-person kayaks, and noodles.

The Fairmont Orchid also boasts a beautiful and challenging 
world-class golf course. Current greens fees (including golf carts) 
range from $125 to $165 depending on tee times. Contact the 
concierge at (808) 887-7320 for assistance and more information.

If you want to explore the Big Island don’t miss fabulous Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park with its still-active Kilauea Volcano (you 
can even arrange a helicopter tour over the volcano through sever-
al local companies). The town of Kona is about 30 minutes south 
of the Fairmont and is fun to explore.  The island also features sev-
eral historic sites, including Kealakekua Bay, where captain James 
Cook first set foot on the island in 1778, and Puuhonua o Honau-
nau National Historic park — the “Place of Refuge” for ancient 
Hawaiian law breakers. The website http://www.gohawaii.com/
big-island is a wonderful source of information on things to see 
and do on the island.

As you can see there will be a lot to do in Hawaii, in addition 
to a fantastic education program, when you come to  
AJA’s 53rd Annual Conference. sign up todAy!

problems judges may face with elder citizens and highlight 
examples of successful court-based elder abuse initiatives.

tuESdAy, SEPtEmbEr 24
7:30 A.m. – 1:15 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 – 8:45 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: the impact of technology on criminal  
Justice performance 
speAker: James M. Byrne, Professor, School  
of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University  
of Massachusetts
session #2
topic: What’s new in pharmacology 
speAkers: Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora, California 
Superior Court (ret.)
Angela G. Barthwell, Past President, American Society  
of Addiction Medicine
This session will help judges understand how drug- or 
alcohol-dependent people behave and can be helped by 
medically assisted treatment and will educate judges to  
craft effective decisions for these litigants.
8:50 – 10:15 A.m. Plenary Session
topic: u.s. supreme court review
speAker: Prof. Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding Dean, 
University of California-Irvine School of Law
Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin Chemerinsky 
returns for his insightful review of the previous term’s work 
and its impact on state court judicial practice.
10:35 – 11:50 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: high-profile cases and the media 
speAkers: Hon. Brian MacKenzie, 52/1st District 
Court, Novi, Michigan
Hon. Stephen Taylor, Justice, Oklahoma Supreme Court
Justice Taylor, who presided at the Oklahoma City bombing 
trial, and Vice President MacKenzie discuss best practices  
to manage cases under the glare of the spotlight.
session #2
topic: open courts: canadian and u.s. practice
speAkers: Hon. David Stone, Ontario Court of Justice
Hon. William Downing, King County Superior  
Court, Seattle
Hon. Patrick Kennedy, Provincial Court of Newfoundland 
and Labrador
How open are our courts? Is it permissible to examine 
potential jurors about their own personal experiences with 
sexual or physical abuse? Are sidebars and chambers 
conferences appropriate? Should judges readily seal 
documents and files when parties submit agreed orders? 
These are increasingly contentious questions in U.S. courts. 
Canada has a long history of open proceedings. A panel of 
distinguished judicial experts will discuss these and other 
issues for judges working to maintain truly open courts. 
noon – 1:15 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: court Funding: understanding Attitudes  
toward courts
speAker: Jesse Rutledge, Vice President, External 
Relations, National Center for State Courts
In this session, attendees will get detailed information 
directly from the extensive public-opinion research 
conducted on behalf of the National Center for State 
Courts and Justice at Stake to help “frame the message” for 
the court-funding debate. One of the largest public-polling 
projects ever undertaken in the court community, the results 
are sobering, but illuminate a clear path to persuasively 
arguing for greater court funding.  
session #2
topic: legalization of marijuana and its impact on  
the law
speAker: Hon. Mary Celeste, Denver County Court
This presentation will review all of the existing medical-
marijuana and legal-marijuana laws and present cases  
from around the country where marijuana plays a role. 
These cases will address marijuana in the workplace, 
drugged driving, bankruptcy actions, domestic relations, 
probation revocations, etc. It will also address studies 
regarding marijuana.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
AJF Fund-Raiser Reception (tentative)

WEdnESdAy, SEPtEmbEr 25
7:00 – 7:55 A.m. Committee Meetings
Refer to committee meeting schedule for locations
7:55 – 9:10 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: the impact of social media on Juries
speAkers: Dr. David Rottman, National Center  
for State Courts
Dr. Paula Hannaford-Agor, National Center for  
State Courts
The communications revolution and increasing use of  
social media seem to pose threats to the adversarial 
process by weakening the ability of judges and lawyers  
to limit the flow of information to the jury. How will jurors 
now go about the process of deciding what is true? This 
session combines available insights about some of these 
issues with the practical experiences of trial judges to 
prompt a facilitated discussion of how courts should 
respond to these challenges.
session #2
topic: Juvenile courts: ethics for the Juvenile 
court Judge, engaging Fathers and relatives in the 
child Welfare system, Wrap-around issues 
speAker: Hon. Leonard Edwards, Center for Families 
and the Courts, Judicial Council of California 
Using video clips and group discussion, this workshop  
will address a number of the unique situations where  
judges encounter and attempt to determine how they  
can complete their work ethically.
9:30 – 10:45 p.m. Plenary Session
topic: the role of emotion on Judicial  
decision making
speAker: Terry A. Maroney, Professor, Vanderbilt  
Law School
This session will contrast the ideal of “dispassion” with 
the reality of judicial emotion. Judges are human, and will 
experience a range of emotions in their work. Psychology 
can help judges learn to use those emotions when they are 
helpful, and to minimize or cope with them when they are 
not. Particular focus will be given to anger.
11:00 A.m. – 12:15 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: canadian First nations, native American 
indian tribes, and native hawaiians: sovereignty 
and Full Faith and credit  
speAkers: Tom Tremaine, Presiding Judge, Kalispel  
Tribal Court
Hon. Ken Champagne, Chief Judge, Manitoba  
Provincial Court
Hawaiian Judge (TBD) 
There are 566 federally recognized Indian Tribes in the 
United States. There are more than 600 “First Nation” 
Inuit and Metis communities in Canada. Where do these 
political entities fit within federal, state, and provincial 
justice systems, and what right of respect, comity, or full 
faith and credit is owed by federal, state, and provincial 
courts to the acts and decisions of “tribal courts”?
session #2
topic: Adolescent Brain development
speAker: Terry A. Maroney, Professor, Vanderbilt  
Law School
This workshop will explain the fundamentals of 
contemporary neuroscientific research on the structure and 
function of the developing brain; explore how that research 
has been incorporated into legal arguments and rulings, 
forming part of significant recent changes in the law’s 
treatment of adolescents; and propose how judges  
ought to evaluate such research.
12:20 – 1:30 p.m. Plenary Session
topic: making Better Judges: improving decision 
making and procedural Fairness
speAkers: Hon. Kevin Burke, Hennepin County 
District Court, Minneapolis
Hon. Steve Leben, Kansas Court of Appeals
Practical skills building for monitoring things that impact 
information processing, making better decisions, and 
making sure those who come to court feel they were  
treated fairly by judges seeking justice.

tHurSdAy, SEPtEmbEr 26
8:00 – 10:00 A.m. General Assembly Meeting
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. President’s Reception
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Installation Banquet



schedule oF events

registrAtion
The conference registration fee is $450. Register and pay by 
July 1, 2013 and pay only $400. The fee for spouses and guests 
is $200 but again, register and pay by July 1 and pay only $175. 
The judge registration fee includes the Welcome Reception, 
Tuesday lunch, coffee breaks, the President’s Reception and 
Banquet, and all conference materials. The spouse registration 
fee includes the Welcome Reception, Tuesday lunch, and the 
President’s Reception and Banquet. Cancellations must be sub-
mitted in writing; all cancellations will incur a $50 processing  
fee ($25 for guest/spouse fees). Children may attend by paying for 
the individual functions in which they participate — a breakdown  
of costs will be available later. Online registration is available on 
the AJA website: www.americanjudgesassociation.net.

vendors
A variety of companies will be invited to display their products  
and services in a general vendor area that will be open during the 
major days of the conference. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
see the latest technology and ideas available to assist judges and 
their courts.

hotel AccommodAtions
The Fairmont Orchid is located on the spectacular Kohala 
Coast on the sunny west side of the island. Complete informa-
tion is available at www.fairmont.com/orchid or by calling  
(808) 885-2000. The resort features beautiful swimming pools, 
a 36-hole golf course, the “Spa Without Walls,” and numerous 
shopping and dining options.

A special rate of $219 single or double plus taxes has been arranged 
for AJA. Reservations must be received by August 30, 2013. 
Please contact the hotel at (866) 540-4474 to make reservations. 
You must request the group rate and identify that you are with 
AJA. You also may make reservations online by going to https://re-
sweb.passkey.com/go/aja2013. Please be sure to make your res-
ervations as soon as possible — it is easier to cancel a reservation 
than it is to get a room when nothing is available. The AJA rate 
will apply from September 16 through and including October 2, 
with rooms outside the AJA room block (September 22–27) subject  
to availability.

SundAy, SEPtEmbEr 22
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

mondAy, SEPtEmbEr 23
7:30 A.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 A.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration
8:00 – 8:30 A.m. Welcome/Opening Ceremonies
Hon. Toni Manning Higginbotham, President,  
American Judges Association 
Local Dignitary (TBD)
8:35 – 9:55 A.m. Plenary Session
topic: evidence-Based sentencing 
speAkers: Dr. Douglas Marlowe, Chief of Science, 
Law, and Policy, National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals
West Huddleston, Executive Director, National 
Association of Drug Court Professionals
10:20 – 11:55 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: ethics and professionalism 
speAkers: Hon. Fredericka Wicker, Louisiana Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeal
Hon. Madeleine Landrieu, Louisiana Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeal
session #2
topic: how to Be a happy civil Judge: Advanced 
strategies for recurring issues in civil cases
speAker: Hon. Susan Burke, Hennepin County 
District Court, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Learn to resolve discovery disputes, to avoid coming in on 
Saturday morning to write a sanctions order, to try a pro 
se jury trial in three days instead of a week, to try a pro se 
trial in hours instead of days, or to get a call today that 
the three-week medical-malpractice case that you were 
going to try this summer settled.
noon – 1:15 p.m. AJA Awards/AJF Luncheon
1:30 – 2:55 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: drugged driving
speAker: Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora, California 
Superior Court (ret.)
The session will assist trial judges in dealing with unique 
legal issues in these cases, including expert qualifications, 
jury voir dire, and appropriate evidence rulings. 
session #2
topic: A Judge’s survival guide to  
domestic violence
speAkers: Hon. Elizabeth Hines, 15th District Court, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Hon. Catherine Shaffer, King County Superior Court, 
Seattle, Washington
Hon. Elizabeth Berns, King County Superior Court,  
Seattle, Washington
Learn how to manage the DV defendant in and out of 
the courtroom, best practices with substance abuse and 
mental-health issues, and DV in LGBTQ relationships. 
This is not “DV 101”; judges attending this session should 
have at least a basic knowledge of the unique dynamics of 
domestic violence.
3:20 – 4:30 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: sobriety courts 
speAker: Hon. Susan Jonas, 58th District Court,  
Holland, Michigan
DWI Courts were created to hold hardcore offenders 
accountable and reduce recidivism by attacking the cause 
of impaired driving — alcohol and substance abuse. 
Strategies for creating, operating, and evaluating a 
successful DWI Court will be presented by a judge who runs 
one of the four nationally recognized DWI  
Academy Courts.
session #2
topic: elder law
speAker: Hon. John Conery, Louisiana Third Circuit 
Court of Appeal
A synopsis of the NCSC curriculum for judges to 
appropriately respond to elder abuse and suggested 
innovative solutions to the myriad problems senior victims 
encounter in the courts will be presented. A video by the 
Office for Victims of Crime will illustrate the many unique 

The beautiful island of Hawaii welcomes the American Judges Association.
You will have the opportunity to meet colleagues from across the United States and Canada, share ideas with 
them, and attend interesting, informative, and valuable educational sessions. The Education Committee has 
planned a fantastic program, including sessions on evidence-based sentencing, technology for judges, high-
profile cases and the media, the impact of social media on juries, and programs designed specifically to make 
you a better judge. Attendees also will have the opportunity to enjoy the ever-popular review of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 2011–2012 term by Professor Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this brochure 
provides more details on the education program. You’ll notice that on Tuesday and Wednesday we have 
adjusted the schedule a bit to begin education sessions early and end them a bit early so that you will  
have more time to enjoy Hawaii, while still offering a full 16.0 hours of continuing education credit.

There will also be outstanding social events, including a welcome reception on Sunday evening and concluding 
with a fabulous President’s Reception and Banquet on Thursday. So, bring your family, and experience  
an island paradise, as well as the education and collegiality of an AJA conference.

trAnsportAtion
Hawaii is easily accessible from most major North American cit-
ies by most airlines. Kona Airport (KOA) is about 45 minutes 
from the Fairmont and is serviced by most major airlines. The  
Fairmont can assist with transportation — call the concierge at  
(808) 887-7320. You may wish to rent a car, and numerous companies 
have offices at the airport. The Fairmont’s current parking fees are  
$17/night for self-parking and $22/night for valet parking.

Attire
Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs. The wel-
come reception, president’s reception, and banquet are a little 
more formal, with dressier resort wear appropriate.

WeAther
AJA will be on Hawaii during a great time of year. The weather 
will be warm, with temperatures in the mid-to-upper 80s during 
the day, and the 70s at night.

Activities/AttrActions
The resort is located within the Mauna Lani Resort area and pro-
vides complimentary shuttle service throughout the resort.  The 
Shops at Mauna Lani feature unique shopping and dining options. 
The Fairmont offers numerous water sports, a beautiful white-
sand lagoon, and many places to just relax and enjoy the beauty of 
the island. The hotel currently offers a “Fun & Sun Activity Pass” 
to guests at $75 for adults and $65 for children 5-12. A one-time 
purchase is good every day of your stay, and includes all beach 
rental equipment, including mask, snorkel, fins, boogie boards, 
soft-top surfboards, stand-up paddle boards, personal floats, one- 
and two-person kayaks, and noodles.

The Fairmont Orchid also boasts a beautiful and challenging 
world-class golf course. Current greens fees (including golf carts) 
range from $125 to $165 depending on tee times. Contact the 
concierge at (808) 887-7320 for assistance and more information.

If you want to explore the Big Island don’t miss fabulous Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park with its still-active Kilauea Volcano (you 
can even arrange a helicopter tour over the volcano through sever-
al local companies). The town of Kona is about 30 minutes south 
of the Fairmont and is fun to explore.  The island also features sev-
eral historic sites, including Kealakekua Bay, where captain James 
Cook first set foot on the island in 1778, and Puuhonua o Honau-
nau National Historic park — the “Place of Refuge” for ancient 
Hawaiian law breakers. The website http://www.gohawaii.com/
big-island is a wonderful source of information on things to see 
and do on the island.

As you can see there will be a lot to do in Hawaii, in addition 
to a fantastic education program, when you come to  
AJA’s 53rd Annual Conference. sign up todAy!

problems judges may face with elder citizens and highlight 
examples of successful court-based elder abuse initiatives.

tuESdAy, SEPtEmbEr 24
7:30 A.m. – 1:15 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 – 8:45 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: the impact of technology on criminal  
Justice performance 
speAker: James M. Byrne, Professor, School  
of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University  
of Massachusetts
session #2
topic: What’s new in pharmacology 
speAkers: Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora, California 
Superior Court (ret.)
Angela G. Barthwell, Past President, American Society  
of Addiction Medicine
This session will help judges understand how drug- or 
alcohol-dependent people behave and can be helped by 
medically assisted treatment and will educate judges to  
craft effective decisions for these litigants.
8:50 – 10:15 A.m. Plenary Session
topic: u.s. supreme court review
speAker: Prof. Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding Dean, 
University of California-Irvine School of Law
Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin Chemerinsky 
returns for his insightful review of the previous term’s work 
and its impact on state court judicial practice.
10:35 – 11:50 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: high-profile cases and the media 
speAkers: Hon. Brian MacKenzie, 52/1st District 
Court, Novi, Michigan
Hon. Stephen Taylor, Justice, Oklahoma Supreme Court
Justice Taylor, who presided at the Oklahoma City bombing 
trial, and Vice President MacKenzie discuss best practices  
to manage cases under the glare of the spotlight.
session #2
topic: open courts: canadian and u.s. practice
speAkers: Hon. David Stone, Ontario Court of Justice
Hon. William Downing, King County Superior  
Court, Seattle
Hon. Patrick Kennedy, Provincial Court of Newfoundland 
and Labrador
How open are our courts? Is it permissible to examine 
potential jurors about their own personal experiences with 
sexual or physical abuse? Are sidebars and chambers 
conferences appropriate? Should judges readily seal 
documents and files when parties submit agreed orders? 
These are increasingly contentious questions in U.S. courts. 
Canada has a long history of open proceedings. A panel of 
distinguished judicial experts will discuss these and other 
issues for judges working to maintain truly open courts. 
noon – 1:15 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: court Funding: understanding Attitudes  
toward courts
speAker: Jesse Rutledge, Vice President, External 
Relations, National Center for State Courts
In this session, attendees will get detailed information 
directly from the extensive public-opinion research 
conducted on behalf of the National Center for State 
Courts and Justice at Stake to help “frame the message” for 
the court-funding debate. One of the largest public-polling 
projects ever undertaken in the court community, the results 
are sobering, but illuminate a clear path to persuasively 
arguing for greater court funding.  
session #2
topic: legalization of marijuana and its impact on  
the law
speAker: Hon. Mary Celeste, Denver County Court
This presentation will review all of the existing medical-
marijuana and legal-marijuana laws and present cases  
from around the country where marijuana plays a role. 
These cases will address marijuana in the workplace, 
drugged driving, bankruptcy actions, domestic relations, 
probation revocations, etc. It will also address studies 
regarding marijuana.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
AJF Fund-Raiser Reception (tentative)

WEdnESdAy, SEPtEmbEr 25
7:00 – 7:55 A.m. Committee Meetings
Refer to committee meeting schedule for locations
7:55 – 9:10 A.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: the impact of social media on Juries
speAkers: Dr. David Rottman, National Center  
for State Courts
Dr. Paula Hannaford-Agor, National Center for  
State Courts
The communications revolution and increasing use of  
social media seem to pose threats to the adversarial 
process by weakening the ability of judges and lawyers  
to limit the flow of information to the jury. How will jurors 
now go about the process of deciding what is true? This 
session combines available insights about some of these 
issues with the practical experiences of trial judges to 
prompt a facilitated discussion of how courts should 
respond to these challenges.
session #2
topic: Juvenile courts: ethics for the Juvenile 
court Judge, engaging Fathers and relatives in the 
child Welfare system, Wrap-around issues 
speAker: Hon. Leonard Edwards, Center for Families 
and the Courts, Judicial Council of California 
Using video clips and group discussion, this workshop  
will address a number of the unique situations where  
judges encounter and attempt to determine how they  
can complete their work ethically.
9:30 – 10:45 p.m. Plenary Session
topic: the role of emotion on Judicial  
decision making
speAker: Terry A. Maroney, Professor, Vanderbilt  
Law School
This session will contrast the ideal of “dispassion” with 
the reality of judicial emotion. Judges are human, and will 
experience a range of emotions in their work. Psychology 
can help judges learn to use those emotions when they are 
helpful, and to minimize or cope with them when they are 
not. Particular focus will be given to anger.
11:00 A.m. – 12:15 p.m. Choice Sessions
session #1
topic: canadian First nations, native American 
indian tribes, and native hawaiians: sovereignty 
and Full Faith and credit  
speAkers: Tom Tremaine, Presiding Judge, Kalispel  
Tribal Court
Hon. Ken Champagne, Chief Judge, Manitoba  
Provincial Court
Hawaiian Judge (TBD) 
There are 566 federally recognized Indian Tribes in the 
United States. There are more than 600 “First Nation” 
Inuit and Metis communities in Canada. Where do these 
political entities fit within federal, state, and provincial 
justice systems, and what right of respect, comity, or full 
faith and credit is owed by federal, state, and provincial 
courts to the acts and decisions of “tribal courts”?
session #2
topic: Adolescent Brain development
speAker: Terry A. Maroney, Professor, Vanderbilt  
Law School
This workshop will explain the fundamentals of 
contemporary neuroscientific research on the structure and 
function of the developing brain; explore how that research 
has been incorporated into legal arguments and rulings, 
forming part of significant recent changes in the law’s 
treatment of adolescents; and propose how judges  
ought to evaluate such research.
12:20 – 1:30 p.m. Plenary Session
topic: making Better Judges: improving decision 
making and procedural Fairness
speAkers: Hon. Kevin Burke, Hennepin County 
District Court, Minneapolis
Hon. Steve Leben, Kansas Court of Appeals
Practical skills building for monitoring things that impact 
information processing, making better decisions, and 
making sure those who come to court feel they were  
treated fairly by judges seeking justice.

tHurSdAy, SEPtEmbEr 26
8:00 – 10:00 A.m. General Assembly Meeting
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. President’s Reception
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Installation Banquet



AmericAn Judges AssociAtion

c/o national center for state courts

300 newport Avenue

Williamsburg, VA  23185-4147

AmericAn Judges AssociAtion/
AmericAn Judges FoundAtionI invite you to join the American Judges Association as we gather for our 2013 

Annual Educational Conference. The conference will be held September 22–27 
at the luxurious Fairmont Orchid on “The Big Island” of Hawaii. Every year I 
look forward to the AJA conference, and this year is no exception. Not only do 
I get a chance to attend fascinating educational sessions on a variety of topics of 
interest to me as a judge, but also to see friends I have made over the years and to 
make new ones. The contacts I have made through AJA have provided me with an 
invaluable network across the United States and Canada — I can send an e-mail 
or pick up the phone and get ideas on how to address many of the problems we 
all face on the bench. Please take a few minutes to read this brochure, and then 
register as soon as possible for this great conference.

          Toni Manning Higginbotham, President

President — toni Manning HigginbotHaM, Louisiana  President-eLect — eLLiott Zide, MassacHusetts

Vice President — brian MacKenZie, MicHigan          secretary — JoHn conery, Louisiana

treasurer — HaroLd V. FroeHLicH, Wisconsin          iMMediate Past President — KeVin burKe, Minnesota
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